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At the same Supreme Council a military proposal put
forward by Mr. Chamberlain and his British colleagues was
approved by M. Reynaud. I will say nothing further about
it, because it was kept secret. M. Daladier, who was to
have accompanied M. Reynaud to London, cried off at
the last moment owing to a fresh crisis of pain due once
again to the results of his accident. In the opinion of the
malicious his real reason was a fit of sulkiness. Let us
allow both reasons! That his sufferings were real and
that he blessed them since they furnished him with a
pretext for avoiding a distasteful journey in company
with the man who had become his mortal enemy. The
earlier incompatibility had degenerated into an implacable
hostility which grew more relentless with every day:
M. Reynaud having as his chief underlying motive the
dislodging of M. Daladier from the Ministry of War, and
M. Daladier being anxious to seize the first opportunity
of regaining his liberty.
To the members of the War Committee* M. Paul Reynaud
amplified the British proposal for a military operation to
be carried out in Germany. M. Reynaud explained that
he had pledged his support of iL M. Daladier objected,
recalling that in doing so he was only maintaining his
point of view already expressed at an earlier meeting of
the Supreme Council. He considered that operations of
this kind should be ruled out until we were in a position
to give a more than equal response to the reprisals in
which the Germans would not fail to engage. Each
member of the War Committee was called upon to give
his opinion, and the sitting ended inconclusively. M.
Daladier's opposition was the logical sequel to the military
policy of lying low which had been his since the begin-
ning of the war. But it was regarded differently in
* The War Committee is not to be confused -with the War Cabinet.
The Cabinet is the meeting of certain members of the Government.
The Committee is a legal institution consisting of certain ministers,
the CommaBder-in-Chief, and the Admiral of the Fleet. It is pre-
sided over by the President of the Republic.